

PAPER 1


MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 12 MARCH 2014 AT 9.30 A.M. AT THE ROBENS’ SUITE OF GUYS HOSPITAL OF THE LONDON AND HOME COUNTIES REGIONAL CONFERENCE OF OFFICERS WITH RESPONSIBILITY FOR SPECIAL EDUCATION AND DISABILITY 

PRESENT:
Kwai Chu (Barking and Dagenham)


Kathleen Eddowes and Joanna Erikson (Bedford Borough)


Jacqui Munro (Bexley)



Karis van Walwyk and Jane Flower (Bracknell Forest)



Lisa Smith, Jayne Howarth and Sue Brooks (Bucks)



Lynn Burrows and Diane Pearson (Camden)



John Hutchings and Kirstie Hilton (City of London)



Deborah Johnson and Liz Webster (Croydon),



Geraldine Wassell (Ealing)



Jackie Ingram and Paula Palmer (East Sussex) 


Alison Stanford (Essex)



Barbara Pacinella and Cathrine Milmine (Harrow)



Marilyn Webb and Trevor Sim (Havering)



Sheelagh Sullivan (Herts)


Jackie Wright (Hillingdon) – Chair for the meeting


Kodjo Ayebi-Kwakye (Hounslow)


Peter Gurney (Islington)



Isobel Date (Kensington & Chelsea)
Anna Chiva, Sue Weatherley and Jacqui Parker (Richmond/Kingston)



Ami Lall and Paola Connolly (Slough)


Kalvinder Garewal and Bobbie Branson (Southampton) 


Yvonne Ely (Southwark)



David Griffiths and Carole Gill (Surrey)



John Barrow (Sutton)



Heather Chang (Thurrock)



Margaret Bailey (Tower Hamlets)



Nicola Ponton and Lucy Baker-Smith (West Berkshire)



Melanie Moodley (Windsor & Maidenhead)


Linda Orr (Wokingham)

ALSO:
Chris Luck
(Secretary)


Dianne Drew (Treasurer)



Patricia Walker and Zoe Hannah (Herts)


June Simson (Honorary Member)
1a. Apologies. These were received from:-

Christine Tungatt (Bexley), David Dyer (Kensington & Chelsea), Davina Stubbs (Luton), Zoe Jones (Merton), Zeporah Francis (Newham) and Sue Norgate (Wandsworth) – Chair
Jackie Lyon (East Sussex), Tina Tung (Ealing), Sonia Ferguson (Harrow), Julie Care (Kent), Helen Gifford (Windsor and Maidenhead), Gail Treml (Hon. Member), 
1b. Welcomes/Farewells
The following were welcomed to their first meeting of Conference:- 
Joanna Erikson (Bedford Borough), Jane Flower (Bracknell Forest), Sue Brooks (Bucks), Liz Webster (Croydon), Sue Weatherley and Jacqui Parker (Richmond/Kingston), Paola Connolly (Slough), Kalvinder Garewal and Bobbie Branson (Southampton) and Lucy Baker-Smith (West Berkshire)
Also Conference was pleased to welcome June Simson as an Honorary Member.
Conference noted that donations had been sent, both individually and from Conference, to the national Autistic Society and Kidney Research in memory of Trevor Cook (Hon. Member).
2a. Minutes of Conference 19.06.13 

These were agreed without amendment.

2b. Notes of Steering Group 18.09.13
These were noted.

3. Matters arising from 2a and 2b (other than on Agenda)
3.1 (Minute 4.2) Job Descriptions for Secretary and Treasurer
The Acting Chair advised that these had now been agreed and were on the Conference web site. 
3.2 (Steering 2b3) Vacancy on Steering
Conference agreed to appoint Linda Orr (Wokingham) to the County/Unitary vacancy. 
3.3 (Steering 2c3) Responses to Evaluation of December Conference
Conference noted that the Evaluations continued to be very positive and that the Steering Group was acting on the recommendations made. The Acting Chair, on behalf of Conference, thanked the staff in Slough, who had analysed the returns. It was also noted that a much higher return rate was being achieved, possibly as a response to the inclusion of the Evaluation as part of the Agenda. 
3.4 (Steering 4) Future Speakers
For June 2014, Fiona Scolding had agreed to provide a Legal Update. There was also agreement that the DfE would assist with an update as to how matters stood overall on SEN issues at that time. We also noted that Meleri Tudur (SEND) had potentially agreed to return in November 2014. There was additional mention that Transport might be an issue.
Actions:
1. Steering to consider details
4. Finance
4.1 Invoices and Financial Report
The Treasurer (Dianne Drew) thanked those Authorities which had already responded to her request for invoicing details. She mentioned the issue of merging Authorities and how these should be treated in terms of membership. She said that the finances were in a good state, as long as we maintain 45 member Authorities per year. The fees have increased to £200 per year from April. 

5. Dates for Conference
See 9.
6. Independent and Non-Maintained Schools

The Acting Chair reminded members of the protocols relating to the following discussions. The following schools were mentioned:-

Penn School (Wokingham); Tadleey Court (Camden); St Dominic’s (Surrey); Heathermount (Hillingdon); St Mary’s Bexhill (Surrey) and the issue of how to deal with the devolved £10k in an independent context. 
8.  Issues of Concern
Members did not raise any urgent concerns at this meeting. 
9. Dates of Future Meetings. Members were reminded of the dates agreed at November 2012 Conference, as below:-

Steering 07.05.14


Conference 18.06.14 
Additionally, members had agreed, at December 2013 Conference, the following dates for 2014/2015:-
Steering 17.09.14


Conference 26.11.14
Steering 14.01.15


Conference 11.03.15

Steering 13.05.15


Conference 17.06.15 
10. A.O.B.  None
The Conference closed at 15.35
PRESENTATIONS:

1. POST 16 – THE WAY FORWARD
PATRICIA WALKER AND ZOE HANCOCK (HERTS)
WITH SHEELAGH SULLIVAN

The Herts team outlined the developments that they had put in place and took questions. In that the DfE had been unable to attend, they also referred to elements of the DfE presentation. Conference expressed its significant gratitude to the input from the Team and the changes they had made to ensure a very successful presentation at very short notice. The presentation is available on application from the Secretary. It is also available on the web site at www.regionalconference.org.uk
2. POST 16 – THE LEGAL POSITION
MARK SMALL (BAKER SMALL)
Mark outlined the legal issues which appeared to him to follow from the new legislation and took questions. The presentation is available on application from the Secretary. It is also available on the web site at www.regionalconference.org.uk
The Acting Chair thanked all the Presenters for their contributions.
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