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MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 7 MAY 2014 AT 10.15 A.M. AT SOUTHWARK COUNCIL OF THE STEERING GROUP OF THE REGIONAL CONFERENCE OF OFFICERS RESPONSIBLE FOR SPECIAL EDUCATION AND DISABILITY IN LONDON AND THE HOME COUNTIES

PRESENT: 
Jennie Newman (Bedford Borough)



Geraldine Wassell (Ealing)



Jackie Wright (Hillingdon)


Yvonne Ely (Southwark)



Sue Norgate (Wandsworth) (Chair)

ALSO:
In attendance: 
Chris Luck (Secretary) 





1. Apologies/Welcomes/Farewells. Apologies were received from Deborah Johnson (Croydon), Marilyn Webb (Havering), Sheelagh Sullivan (Herts), Kodjo Ayebi-Kwakye (Hounslow), Davina Stubbs (Luton), Julie Care (Kent), Linda Orr (Wokingham) and Dianne Drew (Treasurer). 
2. Minutes of Regional Conference 12.03.2014 
a.) Approval The draft minutes of Conference were discussed and agreed with a few minor amendments. 


Action:
Secretary to amend as discussed
b.) Matters arising (other than on agenda) 
None

c.) Arising on agenda

1. Honorary Membership
It was agreed to recommend David Dyer and Yvonne Geddis to Conference. 
Action:
Secretary to agenda for Conference 
2. Response to Evaluations
These were noted. The Group was pleased that the response for March was good, despite the non-appearance of the DfE. It was recognised that the contribution of the Herts team had been very much appreciated all round. The Secretary had done a note to thank them. 
3. E-mail from Camden
The Secretary had forwarded a copy of this e-mail which sought clarification as to the Annual Review process under the new arrangements. It was felt that this might be picked up at Conference. If not, it could be considered at the November meeting. 

Action:
Conference to consider 
4. E-mail from Hillingdon re “Pupils in temporary accommodation”

The position is difficult at present with some LAs refusing to accept responsibility for pupils with Statements. It was agreed to ask Fiona if she could assist with this in her session.

Action:
Secretary to contact Fiona

5. SEND Tribunal User Group

The Chair raised the issue of representation at the User Group. It was agreed to raise at Conference.

Action:
To discuss at Conference 
3. Agenda for March 2014 Conference
This was agreed with some changes in particular to the timings and duration of the main inputs. It was agreed that the Secretary would e-mail Andre to check on title and who is coming from DfE. Also he would ask people to send questions in advance so Andre can be briefed. Ideas suggested at Steering included:- Preparing for Conversion; Transitional Arrangements; Challenges to the Local Offer; Eligibility for EHC Plans. The secretary was also asked to e-mail Fiona to ask if she might outline what she feels may be the challenges of the new legislation. The Secretary will also contact Ian Palmer. 
Actions:
1. Secretary to amend Agenda as discussed


2. Secretary to contact Andre, Fiona and Ian
4. Future Speakers for 2014/15 
For November, Meleri Tudur had agreed to come again. The afternoon item might focus on Transport as this had been requested by members. Geraldine Wassell (Ealing) was aware of work in her Authority and also that MENCAP had done some work there on Travel training. It was also suggested we might ask Gail Treml (Hon. Member) to advise on Medical Conditions and that also we might look at Working with Health/Joint Commissioning. We wondered about asking a DMO and/or contact with the DoH to advise us. For March, ideas included Appeals; Legal Update; Annual Reviews; Mental Capacity. It was agreed to contact Mark Small and DfE  for input.  
Actions:
1. Secretary to contact DfE, Gail and EalingMeleri




2. Geraldine to talk to colleagues in Ealing




3. Conference to consider and agree proposals 
5. Financial Report
The Treasurer had submitted a Report, to which the Secretary referred in her absence. It was agreed that we would “sell” additional places (up to 70 total attendees) to “corporate” member Authorities, especially those where there had been amalgamations. Finances were generally sound, given the small increase this year. 
Actions.
1. Treasurer to update Report for Conference 



2. Secretary to make offer of additional places in accompanying e-mail  
6. AOB 

Yvonne Ely (Southwark) mentioned a consultation on “Outsourcing Children’s Services”. 
The meeting ended at 12.45 p.m.
Steering 29.01.2014
1



