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MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 11 MARCH 2015 AT 9.30 A.M. AT THE ROBENS’ SUITE OF GUYS HOSPITAL OF THE LONDON AND HOME COUNTIES REGIONAL CONFERENCE OF OFFICERS WITH RESPONSIBILITY FOR SPECIAL EDUCATION AND DISABILITY 

PRESENT:
Paula Clair and Jennie Newman (Bedford Borough)


Jacqui Munro (Bexley)



Mark McCurrie (Bracknell Forest)



Jayne Howarth and Louise Bartos (Bucks)



Lynn Burrows and Simon Hulme (Camden)



John Hutchings and Sharon Cushnie (City of London)



Deborah Johnson (Croydon)



Geraldine Wassell (Ealing)


Alison Stanford and Marion Pluckrose (Essex)



Janet Miller (Haringey)



Jeanne Edwards and Audrey Huzzey (Herts)


Carole Wells and Cathrine Milmine (Harrow)



Jackie Wright and Ami Lall (Hillingdon) 


Sonal Sisodia (Hounslow)


Julie Care and Debbie Edmunds (Kent)


Nina Muurman and Sabrina Doamekpor (Luton)



Zeporah Francis and Sarah Greaves (Newham)


Sheelagh Sullivan (Peterborough)

Kodjo Ayebi-Kwakye and Lynn Mills (Redbridge)

Anna Chiva and Jacqui Parker (Richmond/Kingston)



Bobbie Branson (Southampton) 


Yvonne Ely (Southwark)



David Griffiths and Carole Gill (Surrey)



Ian Weeks (Tower Hamlets)


Gwen Trapp and Heather Chang (Thurrock)



Chinwe Moneke (Waltham Forest)



Sue Norgate (Wandsworth) - Chair



Nicola Ponton (West Berkshire)



Linda Spanner and Matt Clarke (West Sussex)



Helen Gifford (Windsor & Maidenhead)


Linda Orr and Natalie Jago (Wokingham)

ALSO:
Chris Luck
(Secretary)


June Simson (Hon. Member)



David Dyer (Hon. Member)



Jean Wilson (Treasurer for Kube)



Nigel Fulton (DfE) morning



Fiona Scolding (Outer Temple Chambers) afternoon

1a. Apologies. These were received from:-

Amalia Bevan (Croydon), Marilyn Webb (Havering), Merle Abbott and Karen Reid (Hounslow), Peter Gurney (Islington), Rachel Charles (Kent), Kalvinder Garewal (Southampton), Margaret Bailey (Tower Hamlets), Jillian Derry-Williams (Waltham Forest), Dianne Drew (Hon. Member), Gail Treml (Hon. Member), Jason Selwyn (Kube), Lucy Norton (West Berkshire) and Elaine Munro (Wokingham). In respect of Gail Treml, Conference asked the Secretary to convey its best wishes to her for a speedy recovery.
Action: Secretary to write to Gail
1b. Welcomes/Farewells
The following were welcomed to their first meeting of Conference:- 
Louise Bartos (Bucks), Marion Pluckrose (Essex), Debbie Edmunds (Kent), Sabrina Doamekpor (Luton) and Ian Weeks (Tower Hamlets).
Conference also again expressed its thanks to colleagues from Hillingdon for picking up the work analysing the Evaluations.

1c. Absent. Colin Pates and Ceris Edwards (Sutton), Rhiann Hughes (Waltham Forest). It was noted that those recorded as “Absent” had requested places but had not been present and had not sent apologies, so would be invoiced for the costs incurred.
Action: Treasurer to action invoices
2a. Minutes of Conference 26.11.14 

These were agreed without amendment.

2b. Notes of Steering Group 21.01.15
These were noted.
2c. Dates for Conference 2014/5 and 2015/6

These had been agreed at November 2014 Conference up to June 2016 – see end of Minutes.
2d. Elections to Steering Group. It had been noted that 2 vacancies existed for London following the November Conference. Conference agreed that these vacancies be taken by Zeporah Francis (Newham) and Cathrine Milmine (Harrow).
2e. Treasurer’s Report

Jean Wilson (Treasurer) advised Conference that Invoices had been sent out for 2015/16 and she was liaising with the previous Treasurer to secure the right contacts with each Authority. She was still struggling to get the names right and to collect all outstanding dues for 2014/5. Members were encouraged to check with her and also assist with prompt payments.  

Action: All member Authorities to advise Jean asap.
3. Matters arising from 2a and 2b (other than on Agenda)
3.1 Responses to Evaluation of June Conference
Conference noted that the Evaluations continued to be very positive and that the Steering Group was acting on the recommendations made. It was again noted that a much higher return rate was being achieved, possibly as a response to the inclusion of the Evaluation as part of the Agenda and also through collection at the meeting. The Chair and Vice Chair had brought additional copies to this meeting, which were distributed.

Action: Steering would continue to monitor responses and numbers returned. 
3.2 (Steering 4) Future Speakers
For June 2015, it was agreed to invite Christine Lenehan/Philippa Stobbs (CDC) to speak on The Implications of the Care Act from a voluntary perspective. Another possibility was Linda Jordan (NDTi). Other ideas were Children in Custody and Development of Care Plans. One idea was to offer a seminar in the afternoon to assist in writing EHC Plans, targeting the Outcomes issues. A further idea was an update on Legal Issues, also focusing on the Care Act. 
Actions:
1. Secretary to contact Christine/Philippa


2. Steering to consider details

4. SEND Tribunal User Groups
Julie Care (Kent) reported on recent issues raised including 1. New Guidance on the web site with reference to Local Authority responsibility for bundles and the 15 day deadline. 2. There have, so far, been 59 Appeals against EHCPs. 3. Phase transfer will be on a 7 week timescale. 4. There are two running pilots a. One with regard to non-binding decisions on Health and Social Care. For this 13 LAs have been selected, including Kent and Wokingham in this Regional Conference area. b. A Panel composition pilot involving only 2 members. 4. Late withdrawals pilot, which will require you to turn up, if you settle late. 5. With Appeals against EHCPs, parents will require a Mediation Certificate. 6. It is expected that the current timetables will be extended to post-16 hearings.
5. Dates for Conference
See 8.
6. Independent and Non-Maintained Schools

The Chair reminded members of the protocols relating to the following discussions. The following schools were mentioned:-

Ashmead (Bucks); Rutherford (Croydon);  Priory Lodge (Wandsworth); Stepping Stones (Surrey); Broadlands (Essex); Grafham Grange (West Sussex); Cambian (West Sussex); Hopewell (Barking and Dagenham); Tadworth, Knowl Hill and Treloar (Wokingham); Frewen College (Kent); St Mary’s Bexhill (Surrey). 
7.  Issues of Concern
Members did not raise any urgent concerns at this meeting. 
8. Dates of Future Meetings. Members were reminded of the dates agreed at December 2013 Conference, as below:-

Steering 13.05.15


Conference 17.06.15 

Conference had also agreed the following dates for 2015/6 at the November 2014 Conference.
Steering 16.09.15


Conference 25.11.15

Steering 13.01.16


Conference 09.03.16

Steering 11.05.16


Conference 15.06.16 

9. A.O.B.  None
The Conference closed at 15.20
PRESENTATIONS:

1. POST CHILDREN AND FAMILIES ACT 2014 – THE WAY FORWARD 
NIGEL FULTON (DfE)
Nigel thanked Conference for the invitation to speak. He outlined the steps which had been taken to implement Part 3 and the developments that had been put in place. He highlighted, as requested, the issues on Transfer Reviews, Personal Budgets and Post- 16 and took questions. The presentation is available on application from the Secretary. It is also available on the web site at www.regionalconference.org.uk
2. POST CHILDREN AND FAMILIES ACT 2014 – THE LEGAL POSITION
FIONA SCOLDING
INNER TEMPLE CHAMBERS
Fiona was welcomed back to Conference. She outlined the work being undertaken to deal with the legislation and highlighted some of the cases that had been heard recently. The presentation is available on application from the Secretary. It is also available on the web site at www.regionalconference.org.uk
The Chair thanked both Presenters for their contributions.
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